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The 13 Original Colonies 

Massachusetts Bay 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

New Jersey 

Connecticut 

New 
York 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

North Carolina 

 South Carolina 

Georgia 

Maryland 

Delaware 

 
 
A group of 144 settlers and sailors established the first permanent English settlement 
of Jamestown Virginia. They were financially sponsored by a common stock company, 
The Virginia Company; which means that the expedition was financed by wealthy 
Englishmen. Their goal was to send settlers who would then find gold, and other 
commodities that could make them even wealthier.  
 
They had underestimated the harsh conditions that the settlers would face. It soon 
became apparent that the settlers first priorities were survival rather than gold.  
The Virginia Company had named 7 men to be leaders of the new colony. Among 
them was Captain John Smith. Over time, Captain Smith became known as the leader 
of the colony and through his efforts he built up the Virginia colony. Later, after 
having returned to England for a time, John Smith explored the northern coast of 

A colony is a piece of land or group of people who live on that land, but are 
governed by a country or government that is in a different global region. In the 
case of the American colonies they were British colonies ruled by British royal rule. 
 
After Christopher Columbus and other explorers discovered the North American 
continent colonies began to form along the eastern coast. The first colonies in 
North were made up of settlers from Spain, France, Sweden, Holland, and England. 
They began to claim land on the “new” world beginning in the late 1500’s. But the 
first colonies were abandoned or lost.  
 
Some of the Spanish explorers had discovered riches, upon the conquest of 
the Aztecs, Incas, and other large Native American populations. This made other 
Europeans have a desire to seek such riches for themselves. The first permanent 
English settlement in America was established based upon this hope for a discovery 
of riches.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Company
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America as well. It was there that he declared the colonial region to be “New 
England” a name which continues to be used even today. 
Some of the people who settled in the American colonies came to escape 

religious persecution. A group of separatists were seeking to separate themselves 

from the English Church and worship in a manner they believed to be a return to 

Biblical teachings set sail on the Mayflower.  

 

This group of Congregationalists, landed in what became Plymouth, 

Massachusetts in 1620 and established a settlement there. William Bradford, the 

second governor of the colony became one of the most influential leaders of the 

group. He was elected more than 30 times as governor. He called this group of 

settlers, Pilgrims. A name which continues to be used for the Plymouth settlers 

throughout American History. 

 

Over time English colonies began to be founded all along the Eastern Sea Coast. 
Many people began to migrate from all over Europe. From what is now Maine all 
the way down to Georgia settlements could be found. Dutch and Swiss 
settlements began to form in the areas of New Jersey and New York, and into 
Pennsylvania. 
 
But with growth came dissension. Disputes arose between France and England 
over who owned more land. They fought for control of came to be known as the 
French and Indian war from 1754-1763. England was victorious in gaining control 
of Canada, and maintaining control of all of the English colonies in what was 
called America.  
 
These English colonies by this time were 13 in all. Each were governed under 
British rule, but were also each unique in their own right.  
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The Establishment of 13 Colonies 
 

· Virginia (1607) - John Smith and the Virginia Company 

· New York (1626) - Founded by the Dutch as New Netherlands,  

it became a British colony in 1664 

· New Hampshire (1623) - John Mason was the first land holder. 

· Massachusetts Bay (1630) - Puritans looking for religious freedom.  

· Maryland (1633) - George and Cecil Calvert as a safe haven for Catholics.  

· Connecticut (1636) - Thomas Hooker after he was told to leave Massachusetts.  

· Rhode Island (1636) - Roger Williams to have a place of religious freedom for all.  

· Delaware (1638) - Peter Minuit and the New Sweden Company. British took over in 1664.  

· North Carolina (1663) - Originally part of the Province of Carolina.  

Split off from South Carolina in 1712.  

· South Carolina (1663) - Originally part of the Province of Carolina.  

plit off from North Carolina in 1712.  

· New Jersey (1664) - First settled by the Dutch, the English took over in 1664.  

· Pennsylvania (1681) - William Penn and the Quakers.  

· Georgia (1732) - James Oglethorpe as a settlement for debtors. 

  

 

Colonial Regions 

New England Colonies 

· New Hampshire 

· Massachusetts Bay 

· Rhode Island  

· Connecticut 

  

Mid Atlantic Colonies 

· New York 

· New Jersey 

· Pennsylvania 

· Maryland 

· Delaware 

·   

Southern Colonies 

· Virginia 

· North Carolina 
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Map of the 13 Colonies 
Label each colony 
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Colonists to Remember 
John Smith  
One of the leaders of Jamestown, initially serving with 7 other men, who had been named by the sponsoring , 

first permanent English colony in America to survive and become permanent. The settlement was harsh, they 

faced many adversities including starvation and bitter cold. John Smith took charge and helped them to 

maintain order, establish work processes, and search for food.   

William Bradford 
William Bradford and his wife sailed across the Atlantic on the Mayflower in 1620. The group of travelers 

were Separatists seeking religious freedom. Later, Bradford began to call them Pilgrims. William Bradford 

along with the other men, signed the first set of laws for the colony which was called the  

Mayflower Compact. 

The first winter at Plymouth Colony was a difficult one. His wife had died in an accident, and about half of 

the original settlers also died from starvation and disease. This included the first governor of Plymouth, John 

Carver. William Bradford was then elected the new governor of Plymouth Colony. He served as governor for 

twelve years. Later he was re-elected several more times. Overall, he served for 30 years as governor. He 

worked to keep peace with the native tribes, and allotted farmland the settlers. 

James Oglethorpe 

James Oglethorpe is credited with the establishment of the colony of Georgia. It was a solution that he 

came up with to combat the deplorable conditions in the debtor’s prisons in England. One of his friends had 

been sentenced to debtor’s prison, where he contracted smallpox and died. He worked to bring about a 

change and in 1729 the Prison Reform Act was signed. It stated that hundreds of prisoners were to be 

released from debtor’s prison.  

Oglethorpe’s solution to the flood of prisoners being released was to establish a new colony between South 

Carolina and Florida. The settlers would be made up of debtors, and other unemployed English citizens. The 

colony was named after King George II. Oglethorpe’s vision was that these new colonists, the prisoners, and 

unemployed citizens would become property owners of small farms. He passed laws banning slavery, and 

limited land ownership to 50 acres.  

William Penn 

William Penn was a Quaker. In England, he was arrested for attending Quaker 

meetings, but was released because of his famous father, an Admiral in the English 

Navy. His father was not happy with his choice of religion, and wouldn’t let him 

stay at home.  For a time, he was homeless and lived with other Quakers. He is 

well-known for his religious writings in support of the Quaker faith. But, again he 

was once again put into prison. He continued his religious writings while in prison.  

His father eventually grew to respect Williams courage and faith. Upon his death 

he left his son a large inheritance. 

Religious persecutions grew worse throughout England. But, Penn was a man with a 

plan. He approached the king, and asked if the Quakers could leave England to 

set sail and establish their own colony in America. The king agreed with Penn, and 

gave him a large tract of land in the Mid-Atlantic colonies.  

When they first arrived, they called the land, Sylvania, which means woods. Later 

the name was changed to Pennsylvania in honor of his father.  

William desired that Pennsylvania would not only be a Quaker land, but also a 

free land. He wanted to establish freedom for all religions and a safe place for 

all who were persecuted come and to live in peace. For him, this ideal life would 

include slaves, women, and the native tribes who were indigenous to the land. 
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Timeline of the Colonies 
1492 - Christopher Columbus makes his first voyage and discovers America.  

1585 - The Roanoke Colony is founded. However, it eventually disappeared and became known as the "Lost 

Colony."  

1607 - The Jamestown Settlement is established.  The first permanent English settlement. 

1609 - Only 60 out of 500 settlers in Jamestown survive the winter of 1609-1610 due to starvation.  

1614 - The Dutch colony of New Netherland is established. This land is what later becomes New York, and 

the city New Netherland city of New Amsterdam is renamed New York.  

1619 - The first African slaves arrive in Jamestown. The first representative government is established, it was 

called the Virginia House of Burgesses.  

1620 - Plymouth Colony is founded by the Pilgrims.  

1626 - The Dutch purchase Manhattan Island from the local Native Americans.  

1629 - A royal charter is issued for the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  

1630 - Puritans found the city of Boston.  

1632 - Lord Calvert, the first Baron of Baltimore, is granted a charter for the Colony of Maryland.  

1636 - Roger Williams begins the colony of Providence Plantation after being expelled from Massachusetts.  

1636 - Thomas Hooker moves to Connecticut and establishes what will become the Connecticut Colony.  

1638 - New Sweden is founded along the Delaware River. Later, in 1655 the Dutch take control of New Swe-

den.  

1656 - The Quakers arrive in New England.  

1663 - The Province of Carolina is created.  

1664 - England captures the New Netherlands and names it the Province of New York.  

1681 - William Penn is granted the charter for the Province of Pennsylvania.  

1682 - The city of Philadelphia is founded.  

1699 - The capital of Virginia moves from Jamestown to Williamsburg.  

1701 - Delaware separates from Pennsylvania becoming a new colony.  

1702 - The Colony of New Jersey is formed by the merging of East and West Jersey.  

1712 - The Province of Carolina separates into North Carolina and South Carolina.  

1732 - The Province of Georgia is formed by James Oglethorpe.  

1754 - The French and Indian War begins between the British colonists and the French. Both sides ally with 

various Indian tribes. The British win the war in 1763 gaining a large amount of territory in North America 

including Florida.  

1765 - The British government passes the Stamp Act taxing the colonies. The Quartering Act is also passed 

allowing British troops to be housed in private homes.  

1770 - The Boston Massacre occurs.  

1773 - Bostonian colonists protest the Tea Act with the Boston Tea Party.  

1774 - The First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

1775 - The Revolutionary War begins. 

1776—The Declaration of Independence is Signed 

1783—Ended with America winning the war. 
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New England 

Colonies 

 

Mid Atlantic 

Colonies 

 

Southern 

Colonies 

Colonial Regions 

New England Colonies 

 

 

 

 

Mid Atlantic Colonies 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Colonies 

 

 

 

 

On the lines below write the names of the colonies found in each of the three regions. 
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South Carolina 

New York 

New Jersey 

Maryland 

Delaware 

Rhode Island 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 

New Hampshire 

North Carolina 

Georgia 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

New England 

Colonies 

Mid Atlantic 

Colonies 

Southern 

Colonies 

Draw a line connecting each colony to the correct region. 

Colonial Regions 
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“I know not what course others may take; but as for me, 

give me liberty or give me death!” 

~Patrick Henry  

Colonial Copywork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Right is right, even if everyone is against it, and wrong is 

wrong, even if everyone is for it.” 

-William Penn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Win or lose you will never regret working hard, making 

sacrifices, being disciplined or focusing too much. Success 

is measured by what we have done to 

prepare for competition.” —John Smith 
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Compare & Contrast Colonial Religions 

Pilgrims 

Puritans 

Quakers 

Use the Venn Diagram to compare these 3 different colonial religions. 
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Colonial Vocabulary 

Coif  

Colony  

Congregationalists 

Debtor’s Prison 

Dissension 

Doublet 

Governor  

Indigenous 

Mayflower  

Meetinghouse  

Migrate 

Musket  

Native Americans 

New World Persecution 

Pilgrim 

Plantation  

Puritans  

Separatists 

Settler  

Sponsored 

Trencher  

Wattle and Daub  
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Colonial Vocabulary Word Search 

Coif  

Colony  

Congregationalists 

Debtor’s Prison 

Dissension 

Doublet 

Governor  

Indigenous 

Mayflower  

Meetinghouse  

Migrate 

Musket  

Native Americans 

New World  

Persecution 

Pilgrim 

Plantation  

Puritans  

Separatists 

Settler  

Sponsored 

Trencher  

Wattle and Daub  
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Colonial Trade & JobsColonial Trade & Jobs  
Apothecary  

An apothecary was a profession that is similar to what a pharmacist does today. 

They made medicines from various herbs, plants, and oils and sold them.  

Blacksmith  

A blacksmith used a forge to make and fix all sorts of iron items. The work they did 

was hard and hot. They used hot fire to heat, bend and shape metal into a variety 

of items such as; horseshoes, tools, axe heads, hammers, nails, and plowshares. 

Cabinetmaker  

When pilgrims made the journey from Europe across the Atlantic ocean, they 

brought very little with them. Perhaps a few garments and a small amount of food. 

So when settlers arrived in America they needed to build homes, make furniture from 

resources found in the area. After the colonies began to grow, and villages were 

built up, cabinetmakers became a specialized trade that made high quality furniture. They built furniture for 

others to be able to purchase. Some of the items they built were tables, chairs, and desks, and bed-frames. 

Chandler (candle maker)  

A chandler was someone who specialized in making candles. Their workshops doubled as a merchant shop 

where their candles could be sold. Candle making was an important skill. During the colonial times 

electricity had not been invented. To light their homes, they needed either oil lamps, or candles. Because 

candles were generally cheaper than oil for lamps, they were predominantly used. Often, candles were 

made from beeswax, tallow, bayberry or myrtle wax from trees. To make a candle, the wax had to be 

melted over low heat.  Then string, known as wick, was dipped into the was several times until various sized 

candles were formed. Many settlers could make their own candles, but they had to source the wax and the 

process took quite a bit of time. As settlements began to grow larger, buying candles from a Chandler was 

a convenience but was often utilized by wealthier settlers. 

Cobbler (shoemaker)  

A cobbler was an important skilled trade. These shoemakers made and repaired shoes. A fun fact is that it 

wasn’t until the late 1800’s before cobblers began making both right sided and left sided shoes. So during 

colonial times, shoes were straight and came in two size widths, slim, and stout. Some cobblers only made 

women’s shoes, and some made only men’s shoes. Others made both. 

Cooper  

A cooper was a person who made a variety of types of barrels, buckets and casks. Throughout colonial times 

such containers were important for storing large quantities of materials. Such materials included, farmed 

crops such as dried corn, wheat, cotton, or tobacco. But there were also used to store things such as 

gunpowder, water, ale and wine. They were also important because of trade with Europe. These containers 

made it easier to ship trade items between the two lands.  The cooper needed to use wood and iron in the 

making of these containers. Some containers for dry goods needed to also be watertight to prevent the 

contents from getting wet. 

Farmer 

During colonial times many settlers became farmers. They farmed large crops such as cotton, tobacco and 

corn, or wheat. They then sold their harvest to mercantile and traders. Traders then would ship these crops 

back to Europe.  

Gunsmith  

A gunsmith was someone who made and repaired guns. They had to work with wood and metal. Many 

gunsmiths during colonial times repaired guns rather than making them because guns were generally 

imported from England.  



 

HomeschoolMasteryAcademy.com   15 

Mercantile Owner 

A mercantile was a shop that carried a variety of goods. These shops contained items such as food, clothing, 

dry goods like wheat, corn, or milled flour and meal. They sold a wide variety of items that were helpful to 

colonists in their daily life. They often worked closely with other trades in order to keep their shops well 

supplied. 

Miller  

A miller used large stones that sat one on top of the other to grind corn, or wheat into flour. The mill was 

generally powered by a water wheel. As the water moved over the wheel it turned the millstone. The chaff 

of the wheat or the hull of the corn was left behind while the flour, and meal were squeezed out and 

collected for use.  

Milliner  

A milliner owned a clothing store, they would sell clothing as well as items used for sewing, such as thread 

and cloth. They would sometimes make, or hire women to make clothing to sell either directly to customers, in 

their store, or to the mercantile. They made a variety of items dresses, aprons, hats, shirts, bonnets, stockings, 

and more. Often, a milliner was a woman, and during colonial times it was one of the few trades that could 

be owned and operated by a woman. 

Printer  

A printer was someone who used a printing press to print a variety of documents. These included legal 

documents, newspapers, books, proclamations, and pamphlets. Each letter of a printed page had to have the 

typeface set by hand. It was very important that all the details were correct with no errors or spelling 

mistakes. The ink had to then be daubed not the typeface, and machines had to be cranked by hand. Once 

each page was set, they would make multiple copies of each before moving onto the next page.  

Tailor  

A tailor was someone who made clothing for both men and women. Most often a tailor was a man. While he 

could make women’s clothing if commissioned to, most often he made men’s clothing of coats, and men’s dress 

clothes, such as suits, ties, pants, and shirts. A tailor generally did custom work making something specific for 

each client.  

Trapper 

A trapper would trap, and kill animals. Usually small animals like raccoons, but sometimes larger animals such 

as deer or bear. The hide of the animal was then collected, and dried. Such hides would then be sold to 

traders and milliners for the making of coats and other items to help people to keep warm. 

Trader 

A trader was an important job during colonial times. Traders would negotiate sells. They would purchase 

items from one trade or craftsmen and sell it to other trades. For example, they might purchase fur pelts 

from a trapper and sell that pelt to a milliner. Or they could purchase guns from England, ship them back to 

the colonies, and sell them to the mercantile owner. 

Wheelwright 

A wheelwright was someone who specialized in making and repairing wheels for carriages and wagons. 

Wheelwrights required a lot of skill and were considered craftsman. They had to use both wood and iron in 

the making of their wheels, and they needed to be able to make wheels that were both round and sturdy. 

They needed to be able to withstand cobblestone, rough roads and rugged terrain.  

Wigmaker  

A wigmaker was a person who made and sold wigs. During colonial times wigs were important. These wigs 

were worn by wealthy men who had good standing in the community. The wigs worn were large, and 

powdered white. Both human and animal hair were used to create wigs of various sizes and styles. A 

wigmaker also offered additional services such as hairdressing and shaving.   
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Down 

1. My barrels, and buckets must be shaped with wood and often 

need to be watertight. 

2. When carriages roll across cobblestone streets, my work needs 

to hold strong and sure. 

3. In my shop you might find lovely fabric, thread and buttons to 

make a dress for your daughter. 

4.  Keeping up with the demands of the settlers who are building 

their homes can be tough as I supply them with tables, and chairs. 

5. When I’m out collecting herbs I think carefully about how they 

can help my customers with their ailments. 

6. I help the wealthy men of the colonies to look nice and keep 

their standing in the community. 

8. I spend my days feeling hot and dirty as I work in the forge to 

shape tools to be used by villagers. 

10. Sewing together fabric for suits, and coats takes time and 

patience, but I know that the gentlemen who wear them will 

appreciate my good work. 

11. Today I’ll sell the pelt I bought from the trapper to the milliner 

to be made into a muff for women’s delicate hands. 

 

12. Working all day to plant seeds is back breaking work. But I know 

that it will provide for my family and the colony all winter long. 

14. I spent the night setting typeface and printing out yesterdays 

news sot that this morning the newspaper would be ready for 

buyers. 

 

Across 

4. I help settlers to bring light into their homes. 

7. Helping good citizens of the colony to have an easier time 

walking throughout the area is a joy. 

9. Cleaning, oiling, and making sure the firearms used to hunt in the 

colonies is an important job. 

13. After setting my traps last night, I was excited to find that I 

trapped 4 animals this morning. These pelts will help during the cold 

winter. 

15. I’m a shop owner that sells a variety of goods. I keep my shelves 

well-stocked for my buyers. I’m a _________________ owner. 

16. Everyday when the water is flowing over the water wheel you’ll 

find me inside grinding grain into flour for the colonist. 

        1            

2                  3  

                    

                    

  4                  

              5      

    6                

            7    8.    

                    

9.             10.       

                    

                    

        11.            

12.       13.    14.         

                    

                    

15.                    

                    

                    

       16.             

Identify my job and then place the answer inside the crossword puzzle. 
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Answers 

        C            

W       O           M  

H       O           I  

E       P           L  

E  C H A N L E R     D     L  

L  A     R       A    I  

W  B  W          P    N  

R  I  I        C  O B B L E R 

I  N  G          T  L  R  

G U N S M I H       T H  A    

H  E  A         A E  C    

T  T  K         I C  K    

  M  E    T     L A  S    

F  A  R   T R A P P E O R  M    

A  K      A   R  R Y  I    

R  E      D   I     T    

M E R C A N I L E   N  T   H    

E        R   T         

R            E        

       M I L L E R        

South Carolina 

New York 

New Jersey 

Maryland 

Delaware 

Rhode Island 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 

New Hampshire 

North Carolina 

Georgia 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

New England 

Colonies 

Mid Atlantic 

Colonies 

Southern 

Colonies 

New England Colonies 

Massachusetts Bay 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 

Mid Atlantic Colonies 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Delaware 

Southern Colonies 

Virginia 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia 
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Massachusetts Bay 

New Hampshire 

New York 

Rhode Island 
Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

New Jersey 

Virginia Delaware 

Maryland 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

North Carolina 
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