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Biography 

 
Donato di Niccolò di Betto Bardi  

Born:  

C. 1386 — Florence, Italy 

Nationality:  

Italian 

Spouse:  

Unmarried 

Occupation:  

Artist, Sculptor 

Death:  

December 13, 1466 — Florence, Italy 

 
Early LifeEarly Life  

Donato di Niccolò di Betto Bardi better known as Donatello, was the son of Niccolò di Betto Bardi, a 

member of the Florentine Wool Combers Guild. He grew up and spent the majority of his life in Florence, 

Italy. He was given an education in the home of the powerful Martellis family of Florence, who had a strong 

banking background and were patrons of the arts. This family, the Martellis’ were closely tied to the famous 

and powerful Medici family. Later in life, Donatello would serve as a commissioned artisan for the Medici 

family and become close friends with Cosimo the Patron of the family. He was buried in the grave next to 

Cosimo in the family cemetery. 

About the ArtistAbout the Artist
 He is considered to be one of the greatest sculptors of the renaissance era, and his works served as the 

foundation for most sculptors who came after him. While Michelangelo became perhaps the most well-

known sculptor, it was Donatello who is considered to be the father of the renaissance style of sculpting. 

Having begun his career as a goldsmith’s apprentice he soon became a student of Lorenzo Ghiberti, a 

bronze sculptor, whose most famous work is the Bronze Doors, The Gates of Paradise.   

Donatello preferred the classical method of sculpting honing back to the ancient times. He used this to 

develop a complete Renaissance sculpting style. His most notable works are his complete statues, known 

as in the round, which means the statue was developed on all sides of the material forming a complete 

statue. But, his development of a new, shallow bas-relief type of work known as schiacciatto which 

became a large part of his signature reputation.  He worked with stone, bronze, wood, clay, stucco and 

wax. He also worked with assistants sometimes four at a time to aid in the development of his pieces.  
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Gattemelata a commissioned statue of the 
famous military leader, Erasmo da Narni , of 
Venice, circa 1443. This Equestrian style of 
statue is considered the ancestor of all the 
equestrian monuments erected since, 
meaning sculptors after Donatello have 
styled similar pieces in the same manner. 
Photo Credit: Public Domain 

Noteable WorksNoteable WorksNoteable Works   

The Feast of Herod  c. 1427. Located on the baptistry of the Siena Cathedral in Italy. The 
use of perspective is noted on this bronze piece depicting an executioner presenting 
the severed head of John the  Baptist after Salome asked king Herod Antipas for 
John’s head on a platter.   
Photo Credit: Wikimedia.com By I, Sailko, CC BY-SA 3.0 

Zuccone, or Statue of Habacuc 
One of five marble statues sculpted 
for the bell tower of the Duomo of 
Florence, Italy, c. 1443-1445. 
Photo Credit: Public Domain 

Bust of Niccolo da Uzzano a memorialization 

of  the man who had been the Gonfaloniere 

of Justice in Florence, Circa 1430. 
Photo Credit: Wikimedia.com by user: shakko  

Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0. 

St. John the Evangelist occupied a niche of the 

old cathedral façade, and is now placed in the 
Museo dell'Opera del Duomo.  
Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons User Richardfaby CC 3.0. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16977058
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?%20curid=5899638
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=92966
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Donatello’s First Donatello’s First   

DavidDavid——MarbleMarble 

Donatello was given his first commission in 

1406. He was tasked with carving a statue 

of the Biblilcal, Hebrew David after he 

killed, and be-headed the giant Goliath. It 

was completed in 1408. 

The statue was intended to be placed in 

the Florence Cathedral, but was never 

placed there, instead it was placed in the 

Palazzo Vecchio, or the city hall of 

Florence and served as both a religious 

and political symbol. Donatello was asked 

to make some adjustments to the statue 

and a pedestal with an inscription was 

made for it: “Pro Patria Fortiter 

Dimicantibus Etiam Adversus Terribilissimos 

Hostes DII Praestant Auxilium” which 

means,  “To those who fight bravely for the 

fatherland the gods lend aid even against 

the most terrible foes.” It was later 

removed from Florence’s city hall replaced 

by Michelangelo’s famous David.  

The sculpture was carved in the style 

known as International Gothic which was 

prevalent at the time. Later, Donatello 

developed his own sculpting style which 

incorporated realism, and emotion into his 

work. Here the influence of the master, 

Lorenzo Ghiberti, he had learned under is 

seen. The life-sized marble sculpture while 

technically accurate in form, lacks emotion 

in the facial features, reflective of the 

Gothic style. This statue of David stands 

over 6 feet tall.  

      

        Marble David—Commons.Wikimedia.org By I, Sailko, CC BY 2.5,  

Note: Both are now housed in Palazzo del Bargello, Museo Nazionale del Bargello, 

or Palazzo del Popolo, Palace of the People. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5896514
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Donatello’s SecondDonatello’s Second  

DavidDavid——BronzeBronze 

About 1430, Cosimo de' Medici, 

both art patron and wealthy 

aristocrat, commissioned from 

Donatello a bronze David for the 

courtyard of his palace. The bronze 

sculptor would become Donatello's 

most famous work.  

It was the first bronze sculpture in 

the western world. It is also the 

first known free-standing nude 

statue produced since ancient 

times.  

This statue is in the round, and is 

independent of any other 

architectural structures. It stands a 

little over five feet tall.  

This David also depicts the 

Biblical, Hebrew David after the 

killing and beheading of Goliath.  

In stark contrast is the nude 

sculpture. It is unclear why 

Donatello chose to sculpt the 

piece in the nude and many 

theories exist. The realism of the 

piece lends to much speculation in 

the modern world as to the artist’s 

true meaning of the piece.  

 

 

 

 

Bronze David - Commons.Wikimedia.org By User: 

Lee M ., CC BY-SA 3.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=194621
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=194621
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My NotesMy Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“He worked out these scenes with such 
careful thought, true facility, and expert 
skill that it was obvious he possessed a 
true understanding of them and executed 
them with extraordinary beauty. Thus, no 
other artisan surpassed him in this field, 
and even in our own times, there is no one 
who is his equal.”  
— Giorgio Vasari, The Lives of the Artists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CopyworkCopywork 

Suggested Research ProjectsSuggested Research Projects  

 Research contemporary artists of Donatello and what, if any, influence they had on his work. 

 Compare & Contrast Donatello’s two David Sculptures.  

 Compare & Contrast Donatello’s David Sculptures with other sculptors who followed,  

Andrea del Verrocchio, David, c. 1475, Bartolomeo Bellano, David with the Head of Goliath, 1480, 

Michelangelo, David, 1504 (Perhaps the most famous of all, and Gian Lorenzo Bernini, David, 1624  

 Learn about apprenticeship, how does it work? What are the advantages and/or disadvantages 

of such an educational model? Are apprenticeships available today?  

 Research the schiacciato technique developed by Donatello. What are the hallmarks of the 

technique? Who was later influenced by and sought to create in a similar way? 



 

© HomeschoolMasteryAcademy.com   7 

Word Search 

Donatello 

Sculpture 

Renaissance 

Goldsmith 

Gattamelata 

David 

Florence 

Stonemason 

Gothic  

Classical 

Schiacciato 

Bas Relief 

Donatello 

 



 

© HomeschoolMasteryAcademy.com   8 

Books to Read 

The Sculpture of Donatello by H.W. Janson 

Donatello: An Introduction by Charles Avery 

Donatello by Ludwig Goldscheider,  

All the Sculpture of Donatello by Luigi Grassi 

 

Additional Study Resources 

Donatello—Khan Academy  

Dontello— Encyclopedia Britannica 

Donatello—Artable.com 

Donatello—Encyclopedia of World Biographies 
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