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Biography 

J.K. Rowling 

Birth name:  

Joanne Rowling  

Born:  

July 31, 1965 

Nationality:  

British 

Spouse:  

(1) Jorge Arantes (m. 1992; d. 1995)  

(2) Neil Murray (m. 2001) 

Number of Children:  

Three 

Childhood and EducationChildhood and Education  

Joanne Rowling was born to Peter James and Anne Rowling on July 31, 1965 in Yate, Gloucestershire, 

England, 10 miles  . Peter was an aircraft engineer for Rolls-Royce and her mother Anne was a 

science technician. When she was 23 months old her sister, Dianne was born. The family moved to 

the nearby village of, Winterbourne, when Rowling was four years old.  

As a child, Rowling often wrote fantasy stories which she frequently read to her sister. She has 

stated that rabbits played a large part in her early tales because she and her sister badly wanted 

a rabbit. Her first story, at age five or six, involved a rabbit named, quite logically, Rabbit, who got 

the measles (a contagious virus that occurs in children) and visited his friend, a giant bee named 

Miss Bee. Rowling said in J. K. Rowling: The Wizard Behind Harry Potter , "Ever since Rabbit and Miss 

Bee, I have wanted to be a writer, though I rarely told anyone so. I was afraid they'd tell me I didn't 

have a hope." 

Education  
Primary School: St. Michaels Primary School in Winterbourne. 
Secondary School: Wyedean School and College in Church Cottage in the Gloucestershire village 
of Tutshill.  
University: University of Exeter, in Exeter England, B.A. French and Classics, 1986.  

FamilyFamily 
J.K. Rowling is married to anesthetist Dr. Neil Murray. They live in Edinburgh, Scotland. Together they have two 

children David who was born in 2003 and Mackenzie, born in 2005. Rowling has one older child, Jessica, born 

1993, whose father is,  Jorge Arantes from her previous marriage.  
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Earlier CareersEarlier Careers  

Following university Rowling worked for Amnesty International in London, England as a researcher and 
bi-lingual secretary. After that for a brief time, she worked for the Manchester, England Chamber of 
Commerce before moving to Porto, Portugal to teach English as a second language. There she met 
and married her first husband. Following their divorce, as a single mother, she returned to the Great 
Britain, settling in Edinburg, Scotland to be near her sister. Joanne, trained as a teacher and began 
teaching in the city’s schools, but wrote in her spare time. 
 

Writing CareerWriting Career  
 

Pen Names: J.K. Rowling & Robert Galbraith 

About the Author’s Pen Names 

A pen name is a pseudonym, an author’s fictitious name. It is a publishing term that means an author 

is using a different name than their birth name. This can be done to protect the author’s identity, to 

distinguish (set apart) their name from other similar author names, or to develop a unique, distinctive 

author profile. 

J.K. uses two different pen names. The first, J.K. Rowling is associated with her Harry Potter series. She 

created the pen name first initial, J, and adding a second initial using her grandmother’s name, 

Kathleen, thus creating her author pen name: J.K. Rowling.  

The second pen name which she uses is Robert Galbraith. This name is used in writing her adult 
novels. Because they are written in different genres (type) of books she wanted to disguise her 
writing so that book enthusiasts wouldn’t be swayed by her previous writing reputation. At first she 
was unknown as the author but later it was revealed that J.K. Rowling was in fact also writing under 
the pen name, Robert Galbraith. Rowling explained that she took the name from one of her personal 
heroes, Robert Kennedy, and a childhood fantasy name she had invented for herself, Ella Galbraith. 

 

Author History 

J.K. Rowling is best known as the author of the Harry Potter series. A collection of seven children’s 

fantasy books, published between 1997 and 2007. To date she has sold over 450 million copies 

worldwide. They are distributed in more than 200 global regions and have been translated into 79 

languages. Additionally, there have been eight motion picture films made from the books.  

She has created three companion volumes: Quidditch Through the Ages, Fantastic Beasts and Where 

to Find Them, and The Tales of Beedle the Bard. The profits from the sale of these companion 

volumes all go to her non-profit organization, Lumos helping orphaned children around the globe 

find a forever family. 

Additionally, she has written several adult novels. The first wasThe Casual Vacancy published in 2012. 

Later, using the pen name Robert Galbraith she wrote a 3 book series known as the Cormorant Series, a 

classic contemporary crime fiction set in London, England. 

In 2008 J.K. Rowling gave the commencement speech at Harding University. This speech was later 

published into an illustrated self-help book, Very Good Lives: The Fringe Benefits of Failure and the 

Importance of Imagination, in 2015. 

As a result of the Harry Potter fame, Rowling has since become a film and television producer, a 

screen and play writer and well-known philanthropist. The Harry Potter series has sky-rocketed to 

filmology rave reviews and has led to an expansive merchandising arm known as the Pottermore 

company. 

https://wearelumos.org/
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The Beginning of Her Writing CareerThe Beginning of Her Writing Career  
In 1990 Joann was on a four hour train trip that was delayed. Traveling from Manchester to London, 
England. She has stated that while on the train the idea for a story of about a young boy 
attending a school of wizardry "came fully formed" into her mind. When she reached her home in 
London, she began to write her thoughts about the story. 

During the time that she was in the process of writing her first Harry Potter book, her mother Anne 
died following a ten years struggle with a disease called, multiple sclerosis. Using the grief she 
experienced concerning her mother’s death, she used the emotions to expand Harry’s character into 
greater detail.  

In 1995, she completed her first novel. She submitted the book to 12 different publishing houses. 
Initially the book was rejected by all of those publishers.  

A year later, editor Barry Cunningham from Bloomsbury Publishing. In June 1997, Bloomsbury 
published Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. The first printing of the book only produced 
1,000 copies. Of those printed versions 500 distributed to libraries. Within months, she won several 
Children’s Book Awards.  

In early 1998, an auction was held in the United States for the rights to publish a U.S. version of the 
novel, and was won by Scholastic Inc. In October 1998, Scholastic published the book using the title 
of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone.  

Books & Other Literary WorksBooks & Other Literary Works  
 
Children’s Books 
The Harry Potter Series 

1. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone'- 1997 
Originally written as Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone  
 

2. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets –1998 
3. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban - 1999 
4. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire' - 2000 
5. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix - 2003 
6. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince - 2005 
7. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -2007 

 

Quidditch Through the Ages - 2001 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them - 2001 
The Tales of Beedle the Bard - 2008 
A collection of five fables which had been mentioned within the  
Harry Potter book series.  
 

Adult Books 
 

The Casual Vacancy - 2012 
 

The Cormoran Strike Series  
Written under the pen name, Robert Galbraith 

 Cuckoo Calling - 2013  
 The Silkworm  - 2014 
 Career of Evil -2015  

 

Other Works 
Very Good Lives: The Fringe Benefits of Failure and the Importance of Imagination  - 2008 
A commencement speech which Rowling gave at Harvard university which was later made into a self-
help book. 
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Author QuotesAuthor Quotes  
  

“Love is the strongest power there is.” ― J.K. Rowling  
 
“Whether you come back by page or by the big screen, Hogwarts 
will always be there to welcome you home.” ― J.K. Rowling  
 
“No story lives unless someone wants to listen. So thank you, all of 
you.” ― J.K. Rowling  
 
“Personal happiness lies in knowing that life is not a checklist of 
acquisition. Your qualifications are not your life.” ― J.K. Rowling  
 
“My readers have to work with me to create the experience. They 
have to bring their imaginations to the story. No one sees a book in 
the same way, no one sees the characters the same way. As a 
reader you imagine them in your own mind. So, together, as author 
and reader, we have both created the story.” ― J.K. Rowling  
 
“Greatness inspires envy, envy engenders spite, spite spawns lies.” 
― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince  
 
“You will also find that help will always be given at Hogwarts to 
those who ask for it.”  
― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets  
 
“Parents shouldn't leave their kids unless —unless they've got to.”  
― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows  
 
“You think the dead we loved ever truly leave us? You think we don’t 
recall them more clearly than ever in times of great trouble? Your 
father is alive in you, Harry, and shows himself plainly when you have 
need of him.” ― J.K. Rowling  Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban 
 
“I just take the train from platform nine and three-quarters," - Harry 
Potter” ― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone  
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My NotesMy Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Research ProjectsSuggested Research Projects  

 Learn more about the college degree that Rowling received. Did her degree serve as a 

foundation for her career? Research college degree programs and write a report on degrees 

that can be useful for someone hoping to become an author. 

 Research other famous authors who have used pen names. What were their pen names? What 

was there birth names? What books did they write using their pen names? Did they write any 

books using their given names? Make a chart showing your results.  

 Research the extension careers of J.K. Rowling. Not only is she an author but she is also a film 

producer, television producer, screenwriter, and philanthropist. Discover how these occupations 

work together to promote her book, and how merchandising plays a key-role in the success or 

failure of a book. 

 Discover the music of the Wizarding World of Harry Potter, the movie series. Who was the 

composers, what style were they written in? How were they performed for the recording of the 

film? Write an essay detailing your findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CopyworkCopywork  
Write your favorite J.K. Rowling Quote 
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For more information visit these websites: 

 JKRowling.com 

 Robert-Galbraith.com 

 Pottermore.com 

 J.K. Rowling on Wikipedia 

 

Books to Read 

 J. K. Rowling: The Wizard Behind Harry Potter by Marc Shapiro 

 Who Is J.K. Rowling? (Who Was?) by Pam Pollack, Meg Belviso and Who HQ.  

 J.K. Rowling by Sean Smith 
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