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Early LifeEarly Life

His given name was Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci which means, Leonardo, son of Piero, from Vinci. Today, he is better known as 

Leonardo da Vinci. He had no, sir name. He was simply Leonardo from Vinci. 

Some believe that he was the illegitimate son of Messer Piero Fruosino di Antonio da Vinci a wealthy legal representative of Florence, 

Italy.  He spent the first five years of his life in his mother’s home, in the hamlet of Anchiano. Later he lived with his father, 

grandparents and uncles in the town of Vinci. He had 12 half siblings.  

When he was fourteen years old  Leonardo became an apprentice for the artist Andrea del Verrocchio. He remained an apprentice 

for seven years. While in the studio he would have met and worked with other apprentices who also became famous renaissance 

artists, including,  Ghirlandaio, Perugino, Botticelli, and Lorenzo di Credi.  He assisted Verrocchio in the painting of The Baptism of 
Christ, 1475.  He, Leonardo, painted the young angel holding Jesus' robe. According to art historian Vasari, Leonardo’s part of the 

painting was far superior to the master’s and that Verrocchio in response put down his brush, and never painted again. 

About the ArtistAbout the Artist
Leonardo was a man with vast interests and expertise. His works span art, mathematics, science, engineering and architecture. His 

works are still studied greatly in each of those fields of study and beyond. Varsari, the above mentioned art historian, in his work, Lives 
of the Artists, noted that Leonardo was also a talented musician and had created a silver lyre in the shape of a horse’s head.  He is 

considered to be one of the greatest genius minds to have ever existed.  

In addition to his well-known paintings, his scientific studies are vast. He journaled more more than 200 notebooks and 5,000 pages 

with his theories, observations and studies. He designed projects for the Italian military, conceiving of war machines long before 

materials existed for them to be created. Machines such as armored vehicles, automated weapons and mortar shells to name a few. 

His inventions span scientific fields of study, including flying machines, pulley and lever systems, hydraulic pumps, steam cannons 

and many more. He pioneered anatomical studies sketching and documenting fine, minute details within the body structure. These 

sketches are widely studied today. 

His most famous painting is, the Mona Lisa, but his oil paintings, frescos, and sketches are some of the most highly sought after, and 

valuable artwork in all of history. Leonardo was considered to be a lovable man, of great kindness and generosity. A great 

conversationalist, philosopher and a comforter to those who knew him.  He spent his last days as a guest of King Francis I of France, 

and it was there that he died. It is said the king held Leonardo’s head in his hands as he died. 

Biography 

 
Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci 

Born:  
April 15, 1452, Anchiano, Italy 

Nationality:  
Italian 
Spouse:  
Unmarried 

Occupation:  

Painter, Inventor, Scientist, Mathematician, 
Architect, Engineer, Anatomist 

Death:  

May 2, 1519, Clos Lucé, Amboise, France  
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Codex Windsor  
Anatomical Study of the shoulder. 
Leonardo sketched many anatomical 
drawings. It is clearly evident that he 
had a fascination with the workings of 
the human body. His anatomical works 
were far advanced and have been used 
by medical professionals for centuries.  
Photo Credit: Public Domain 

Notable WorksNotable WorksNotable Works   

The Last Supper c. 1427.   
A commissioned work which was part of a plan of renovations to the Milan 
church and its convent buildings. The painting is the artist’s representation of 
the scene of the Last Supper of Jesus with his apostles, as it is told in the Bible 
Gospel of John.        Photo Credit: Public Domain 

La Scapigliata, The Head of a Woman  

c. 1500  

An oil painting on wood. housed in 

the Galleria Nazionale di Parma, Italy.  
Photo Credit: Public Domain 

La belle ferronnière  
c. 1490-1496 Shrouded in mystery this 
painting is also called Portrait of an 
Unknown Woman, is housed in the 
Louvre, Paris, France.  
Photo Credit: Public Domain 

The Lady with the Ermine   
An oil painting on a walnut panel is a 
portrait of portrait is Cecilia Gallerani. 
Now housed in the Kraków, National 
Museum.   
Photo Credit: Public Domain 

The Battle of Anghiari (1505)  
The lost painting of Leonardo. 
This image is taken of a copy made by 
Peter Paul Rubens now on display in the 
Louvre. The original was a fresco in the 
Palazzo della Signoria in Florence, 
executed in 1504-1505. Leonardo’s original 
work is believed to have been destroyed 
during renovations of the palazzo around 
1560.                                 Photo Credit: Public Domain 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16977058
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Leonardo’sLeonardo’s  
Mona LisaMona Lisa 

The Mona Lisa has been described as the best 
known work of art in the world. On permanent 
display at The Louvre museum in Paris, France. 
Attracting more than 6 million visitors each year. 
It is, to date, the most valued painting to exist. 
Currently the value is listed at $800 Million. 
However, it really is a priceless art, due to the fact 
that is cannot be bought or sold. It is owned by 
the French Republic and according to French 
heritage law, such items belong to the people of 
France, therefore it cannot be sold. 
 

The subject, Mona Lisa, is Lisa Gherardini, the 
daughter of an aristocratic family of Florence, 
and was commissioned by her husband, 
Francesco di Bartolomeo di Zanobi del Giocondo, 
a moderately successful cloth and silk merchant.  
The painting is, 30 x 20 7/8 inches in size, an oil 
painting on cottonwood, also known as 
Lombardy poplar. It is a half-length portrait 
depicting the subject from the waist up.  The 
painting was among the first portraits to depict 
the sitter before an imaginary landscape and 
Leonardo was one of the first painters to use 
aerial perspective.  
 

Leonardo began work on the commission 
between 1503 and 1506, some suggest it was as late as 1517. But, having received other larger, more 
important commissions, he did not complete it. Later while under the commission of King Francis I of 
France, most believe he took the Mona Lisa with him and completed the work Clos Lucé near the king's 
castle in Amboise.  At some time near the time of Leonardo’s death in 1519, the painting ended up in the 
possession of the king.  The Louvre Museum lists the painting as having entered the Royal collection in 1518.  
 

The painting gained popularity in 1911 when it was stolen. In an effort to locate it, newspapers around the 
globe published photos of the piece, with requests to help located the stolen artwork. Two years later the 
thief, a Louvre museum employee, revealed himself. He was an Italian patriot who believed that rightful 
place for Leonardo’s work should have been in Italy. He attempted to sell the painting to the Uffizi Gallery, in 
Florence. He served six months in prison for the crime. The Uffizi Gallery displayed the Mona Lisa for two 
weeks, before returning it to it’s rightful home in Paris on January 4, 1914. 
The wide-spread, worldwide hunt for the stolen artwork created a global buzz that remains to this day, 
making her the best-known, most-loved artwork of the renaissance, and perhaps, all time. 
 
 
Photo Credit: Public Domain  
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Leonardo’sLeonardo’s  
Vitruvian ManVitruvian Man 

 

One of the many sketches by Leonardo. This 
drawing was completed around 1490. The text 
next to the sketch is notes based upon the work 
of an architect, Vitruvius.  
 

The pen and ink drawing depicts two sketches of 
a man, one superimposed in front of the other 
showing two stances. One with his arms straight 
out and legs together, the other with arms 
slightly raised and feet apart.  
 
The work is a study of the proportionality of a 
man.  Notice the circle, and the square. This 
anatomical study showcases the geometry of 
the human body. A fascinating study based 
which forms the foundations of the principles of 
the architect Vitruvius. 
 
The sketch is a pen and ink on paper. It is housed 
in the Gallerie dell'Accademia, in Venice, Italy.  
Due to the delicate nature of paper, the original 
is only displayed to the public occasionally. 

Leonardo wrote:  
"Vetruvio, architect, puts in his work on architecture that the measurements of man are in nature 
distributed in this manner, that is: 

 a palm is four fingers  

 a foot is four palms  

 a cubit is six palms  

 four cubits make a man  

 a pace is four cubits  

 a man is 24 palms 
 
and these measurements are in his buildings".  
 
The second paragraph reads: "if you open your legs enough that your head is lowered by one-fourteenth 
of your height and raise your hands enough that your extended fingers touch the line of the top of your 
head, know that the centre of the extended limbs will be the navel, and the space between the legs will be 
an equilateral triangle". 
 
Photo Credit: Public Domain  
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My NotesMy Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It had long since come to  

my attention that people  

of accomplishment rarely  

sat back and let things happen  

to them. They went out and 

happened to things.”  

― Leonardo da Vinci  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CopyworkCopywork 

Suggested Research ProjectsSuggested Research Projects  

 Research the most recent Leonardo painting to go to auction, what was it, where did it sell, how 
much did it sell for? Write a short essay about the painting.  

 Research the scientific approaches used to verifying the authenticity of a work of art. 

 Research art restoration. What is the process? What skill is needed to perform the work? What 
careers exist, and what collegiate degrees are needed to become an art restorer? 

 Research Leonardo’s name. What fascinating facts do you discover? Write a short essay 
explaining his moniker. 

 Research Leonardo’s anatomical drawings. How accurate are they when compared to modern day 
renderings using medical scanning equipment? Share your findings.  

 Discover what inventions Leonardo theorized that later became great inventions still used today. 

 Research the role Leonardo played in military modernization. What inventions are credited to 
him? Find out if any of his sketches were put into practice during the renaissance era. Have they 
since been created? Write a report sharing your findings. 
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Study Suggestions 

Study the art: Study the painting, then be creative and color the painting using the above coloring page.  
Creative Writing: Write an essay or poem detailing what you see in the artwork, or about the subject.  
Art History: Learn more about the history of the Mona Lisa. What controversies exist surrounding the piece? 
Write a compare/contrast statement between the Mona Lisa and The Lady with the Ermine, and La belle ferronnière  
Science: What preservation techniques have been used, and are being used to preserve this priceless art. 
Current Events: Research what current events surround the Mona Lisa.  
 
Image Credit: Commons.Wikimedia.org By Loa.elza - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Joconde_.gif#/media/File:Joconde_.gif
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Books to Read 

 Lives of the Artists  by Giorgio Vasari 

 Leonardo da Vinci: Complete Paintings and Drawings  

by Johannes Nathan, Frank Zöllner 

 Leonardo's Notebooks 

by Leonardo da Vinci, Editor, Anna Suh 

 Leonardo da Vinci: The Graphic Work 

by Johannes Nathan, Frank Zöllner 

 Who Was Leonardo da Vinci?  

By Roberta Edwards 

Additional Study Resources 

Artble.com—Leonardo da Vinci 

Wikipedia Page—Leonardo da Vinci 

Wikipedia: List of Works by Leonardo 

Encyclopedia Britannica—da Vinci 

Khan Academy—Leonardo da Vinci 

Leonardo da Vinci the Exhibition in 360 degrees. 

Leonardo da Vinci Exhibits at the Louvre in 360 degrees. 
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