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Biography 

 
Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni  

Born:  
March 6, 1457—Caprese, Arezzo, Tuscany, 
Italy  

Nationality:  
Italian 
Spouse:  
Unmarried 

Occupation:  
Artist, Sculptor, Architect, Poet 

Death:  

February 18, 1564 — Florence, Italy 

 

Early LifeEarly Life  

Michelangelo was born, March 6, 1457 in the small village of Caprese, in the province of Arezzo, Tuscany 

Italy. His father was  Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni and Francesca di Neri  Following his birth his family 

returned to their original home of Florence, Italy. His father’s family had been bankers, but he served as 

judicial administrator in the local government. Following an extended illness his mother died, when the 

Michelangelo was just six years of age. 
 

Interesting note: In 1913, by royal decree the small village of Caprese was officially renamed Caprese 

Michelangelo as an honor to the birthplace of the famous artist. 

About the ArtistAbout the Artist
Following his mother’s death he was left in the care of a stonecutter’s family. It was there that he 

developed a great love for marble. He was sent to grammar school, however, young Michelangelo 

preferred to watch the artists working in the nearby churches. He spent much of his time drawing what he 

was seeing happening in those locations. 

By age 13, his father realized his love for art, and sent him to apprentice local artist, Domenico Ghirlandaio. 

It was there that Michelangelo began to develop his talent as an artist, learning techniques of illustration 

and fresco. At just 14 years Lorenzo de Medici of the wealthy banking family took notice of his work.  

Michelangelo grew to be one of the most sought after artists of his time and still today is considered to be 

one of the greatest artist to ever live. He was a master in painting, sculpting, architecture and poetry. His 

works can be seen in the Sistine Chapel and St. Peter’s Basilica, at the Vatican, other locations in Rome and 

other areas of Italy, at the Louvre in Paris, France,  as well as in London, New York and Boston. 
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 Notable WorksNotable WorksNotable Works   

Laurentian Library c. 1523-1571, designed by Michelangelo, but finished by Tribolo, Basari, and Ammannati 
based on plans and verbal instructions from Michelangelo.  Located in the Basilica of St. Lorenzo, Florence 
Italy. This historic library in Florence houses more than 11,000 manuscripts and more than 4,500 early books. 
Commissioned by the de Medici family it contains the private collection of the family. The architecture was 
designed by Michelangelo in the example of Mannerism design. Here you can see the and the Staircase, left, 
which leads up to the reading room, right, and takes up half of the floor of the vestibule.  The Reading Room, 
is 152 by 35 by 28 feet with a center aisle flanked by seats on either side. 
Staircase Photo Credit: Wikimedia.com by User: By I, Sailko, CC BY-SA 3.0  
Reading Room Photo Credit: Wikimedia.com By I, Sailko, CC BY 2.5 

The Creation of Adam c. 1508–1512 

A fresco painting which is a part of the larger work that spans the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel'. This is a scene 

of the artist’s rendering of the Biblical creation story containing the creation of the man, Adam, from the book 

of Genesis.  Photo Credit: Public Domain 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurentian_Library#/media/File:Biblioteca_laurenziana,_vestibolo,_scalinata_02.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurentian_Library#/media/File:Biblioteca_medicea_laurenziana_interno_01.JPG
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Michelangelo’s Michelangelo’s   
Marble DavidMarble David——  15041504 

This statue depicting the Jewish David 
from the Bible, is a marble statue, in the 
round, which means it can be viewed from 
each angle and is fully carved has come to 
be the most well-known of all of 
Michelangelo’s sculptures. 

It was commissioned to be a part of a 
series of statues of Biblical prophets and 
was to stand along the roofline of the 
Florence Cathedral. It was so well done, 
that it was instead placed in the public 
square outside Palazzia Vecchio. Which 
was the place where the city government 
was housed.  

The statue stands nearly 17 ft tall, made 
from Carrera marble, from the quarries in 
Tuscany. It weighs 12, 478.12 pounds.  

Originally, the sling, and the tree stump 
were covered in gold leaf, but due to 
being outdoors in the Palazzia the gold-
leaf wore away.  

It now stands in the Accademia Gallery 
Florence, Italy. In 1910 a replica was placed 
in the Piazza della Signoria. 

 

 

Photo Credit: Marble David: Public Domain 
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Michelangelo’sMichelangelo’s  

ApolloApollo--DavidDavid  
Marble Marble c. 1530     

An unfinished marble sculpture of 

Michelangelo’s. It was commissioned by a 

Florence Governor, Valori. Work was 

stopped when Duke Allesandro de Medici 

took over the city, and eventually ended up 

in the collection of Cosimo de Medici I. It 

remained in his private collection along with 

Michelangelo’s Bacchus. 

Michelangelo, did not document this statue. 
It’s structure, and style, however, show the 
hallmarks of his work. It is also identified as 
his work those who catalogued Cosimo de 
Medici inventory and listed as “David.” 
However, art historian, Vasari, identified it 
as “Apollo.”   

Therefore, within the art world it is often 
referred to as either "Apollo-David" or 
"David-Apollo."  

Factors favoring the identity as Apollo are: 
the body is stocky and mature, as Apollo 
often was portrayed, rather than the typical 
portrayal of a youthful David; no bow is 
represented in the carving and, no unfinished 
portion of the statue allows enough area for 
one. 

Some art critics say that the statue was 

started as a David, and later completed as 

an Apollo. 

 

Photo Credit: Marble Apollo-David — Public Domain. 
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My NotesMy Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every block of stone has a 
statue inside it and it is 
the task of the sculptor to 
discover it. ” 
- Michelangelo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CopyworkCopywork 

Suggested Research ProjectsSuggested Research Projects  
 Read The Sonnets of Michael Angelo Buonarroti, linked here, or check the books to read 

section. Choose one and write an analysis of the work. 
 Study the famous David Sculpture, what  

 Compare & Contrast Michelangelo’s David Sculptures.  

 Compare & Contrast Michelangelo’s David Sculptures with other sculptors who did a David, such 
as Donatello and Verrocchio.  

 Discover current events surrounding the renaissance artist, Michelangelo. 

 What are the hallmarks of Michelangelo’s sculpting technique? How were some works 
attributed to him identified? Which works are in question? 

 Tape a sketch pad to the bottom of a table, and the attempt to recreate a scene from 
the ceiling of the Sistine chapel. 

 Research the variety of ways the David statue has been protected over the years. 

http://publicdomainreview.org/collections/the-sonnets-of-michelangelo-1904-edition/
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Word Search 

Michelangelo 

Florence 

Caprese 

Sculptor 

Painter 

Architect 

Poet 

Renaissance 

Sistine Chapel 

The Last Judgement 

David 

Laurentian Library 
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Books to Read 
 
 Lives of the Artists  by Giorgio Vasari 
 Michelangelo: Divine Draftsman and Designer  

  by Francesco Caglioti and Marcella Marongiu  
 Michelangelo: Complete Works by Frank Zöllner and Christof Thoenes  
 Michelangelo's Notebooks by Carolyn Vaughan  
 The Sonnets of Michael Angelo Buonarroti,  

 Housed at: Internet Archive | From: Cornell University Library  
 

Additional Study Resources 

 Wikipedia Page—Michelangelo 

 Wikipedia - Works by Michelangelo 

 Artble.com—Michelangelo 

 Encyclopedia Britannica—Michelangelo 

Bibliography & Credits 

Encyclopedia Britannica—Michelangelo 

Artble.com—Michelangelo 

Biography.com—Michelangelo 

Michelangelo.org 

Wikipedia Pages: Michelangelo, Apollo-David, Pieta, Laurentian Library 

Artist Image: Photo Credit: Public Domain 

Cover Graphic: Creative Common license 0.0 as found on Pixabay.com 

Puzzle Answers 

http://eclass.uth.gr/eclass/modules/document/file.php/MHXD102/Vasari%20Giorgio_The_Lives_of_the_Artists_Oxford.pdf
http://publicdomainreview.org/collections/the-sonnets-of-michelangelo-1904-edition/
http://archive.org/details/cu31924014269975
http://archive.org/details/cornell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo#Architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_works_by_Michelangelo
https://www.artble.com/artists/michelangelo
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Michelangelo#toc261205
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Michelangelo#toc261205
https://www.artble.com/artists/michelangelo
https://www.biography.com/people/michelangelo-9407628
https://www.michelangelo.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo#Architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_(Michelangelo)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piet%C3%A0_(Michelangelo)%23/media/File:Michelangelo%27s_Pieta_5450_cropncleaned_edit.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurentian_Library

