
5 Essential Tips for Plugging into a 

Homeschool Group or Co-op

Here are some tips from our Homeschool Community Mentors to 

help you make the most of your homeschool community 

experience.

1. Be realistic about your expectations. Don’t fantasize about 

showing up to your first event with your new group and leaving 

with a new best friend forever for each of your children. Building 

relationships take time, for adults and children. If we expect to 

show up and automatically connect with everyone we will always 

leave feeling disappointment. The reality is that you may feel a bit 

awkward during the first visit, and it may take a few times to begin 

to cultivate solid connections. Don’t give up after the first try, keep 

plugging in. 

 

2. You get back what you put in. If you attend an event with your 

homeschool group and seem completely closed off to conversation 

or keep your arms crossed the entire time, you might be giving off 

an unfriendly vibe. No, you don’t have to be an open book or chatty 

Kathy to meet others, but it certainly will get you much further if 

you try to make conversation and interact with them. Because 

ultimately that is why you are there, to make connections. 

 

3. Prepare your children. By talking to your children beforehand 

about having realistic expectations and getting out what you put in 

to a group, you can avoid a lot of potential issues. In an age 

appropriate way, you can use the above tips as a guide to prepare 

your kids before they visit or join a homeschool group or co-op. Kids 

love to know what to expect, and by preparing them in advance 

you can minimize anxiety and disappointments. 

 

 



4. Take your time. Don’t rush the process of finding the right fit for 

your family, but instead ease into the group in your own time. Time 

allows the right connections to form, and friendships to build over 

the course of multiple interactions. Not everyone becomes fast 

friends immediately. Get to know people and allow your children to 

do the same. 

 

5. Volunteer. Offering your time or service to the group or co-op is an 

excellent way to bond with other volunteers, leaders, and their 

families. This is also a wonderful way to model to your children that it 

takes each one of us contributing to create community. 

 

6. Start your own. If there isn’t a homeschool group or co-op 

available near you or you just can’t seem to find the right fit in your 

local community, start your own. You might have an excellent idea 

for a group or maybe your local area needs more homeschool group 

and co-op options. We have a starter kit to help you get going, and a 

group with resources to assist you in the process. 

We hope you find these tips helpful for plugging into your local 

homeschool group or co-op. Finding the right fit can be a challenge, 

but the benefits of community are far more rewarding.



How to Choose Between Joining a 

Homeschool Group or Co-op 

Have you ever wondered what the difference is between 

homeschool groups and homeschool co-ops? Is there a difference? 

Yes! And although both are ultimately about community as well as 

education, a homeschool group and homeschool co-op are two 

slightly different types of community-based organizations.

Homeschool Groups: 

• Focuses on social and/or extracurricular opportunities 

• Meets regularly, but not as often as a co-op 

• Offers support to the homeschooling community through 

informational meetings, social outings, educational field trips, and 

homeschool related resources 

• Provides local field trips and fun group activities 

• Requires less commitment from parents (Of course, they want you 

to plug in and socialize with the activities, but unlike a co-op, you 

are not required to teach a class or aid any structured learning.) 

• Gives a place for you to interact with other homeschool moms on 

a consistent basis so you can grow your own community 

• Allows you to build community in a less formal way 

 

Homeschool Co-ops: 

• Focuses on working together to cooperatively offer courses of 

study to students 

• Meets on a regular basis, usually weekly or every-other week 

• Requires (or strongly encourages) parents to pitch in somewhere 

—whether teaching, aiding in group learning, or volunteering in 

some other form 

• Provides support and/or classes in subjects you are uncomfortable 

teaching 

• Allows a place for students who learn certain subjects better 

 in a group setting (for example, speech course) 

 

 



Should I Join a Homeschool Group or Co-op? 

• If you are looking for social opportunities or a support group, you 

may want to be explicitly looking for homeschool groups. Or, if you 

are searching for occasional play dates and field trips, then a 

homeschool group is probably a great fit for you. 

• If you are searching for a group to enjoy a curriculum together and 

prefer ongoing classes to learn alongside one another, then a co-op 

usually provides the best option. Co-ops choose an area of study or a 

curriculum to follow and they may meet weekly or every other week 

to follow the study as a group. A co-op is also an excellent way to 

volunteer and be a part of an ongoing educational experience. 

 

What You Need to Know 

There are many homeschool groups and co-ops available, and each 

one will differ. Some homeschool groups and co-ops may blend 

characteristics of each or define themselves distinctively one or the 

other. But what is more important is for you to find the right fit for 

your family regardless of what the group labels itself. 

 

Things to Consider Before Searching 

• Narrow down if you are interested in a faith-based group, a diverse 

group, or a group focused on a particular method of educating. 

• Are you looking for a diverse group or a group that has a like- 

minded culture? Religious affiliation or non-religious? 

• Can you commit? If the group or co-op requires a volunteer 

commitment or attendance requirement, you may want to 

contemplate if you are in a season to commit. Does your current 

schedule and lifestyle allow for such obligations? 

 

 



• Does the group or co-op require that you fill out any paperwork? 

Read what you are signing. Often homeschool groups have 

documents to sign so make sure you are clear about what you agree 

to. It may be a statement of faith, code of conduct, or volunteer form. 

But whatever it is, always read carefully so that you know whether or 

not you agree with the group’s rules and requirements. 

• Think before you join. No one likes to commit, and then realize they 

need to back out. Look for where and when the group meets. If they 

meet on Fridays and you have other obligations on Fridays, then 

maybe it isn’t the right fit for you. Do they travel to an area further 

than you want to drive to for trips, playdates, or co-op classes? Again, 

knowing this up front will help you make a good choice. 

 

Whatever You Choose, Find Your Community 

Community is an important part of your homeschool journey. 

Finding a comfortable fit for your family in a homeschool group or 

co-op may take some time, and possibly some searching. But 

whatever you choose, be intentional about finding a great group to 

enjoy the journey with! You will be glad you did. 

 

 



21 Activities to Do with Your Homeschool 

Group to Get the Wiggles Out 

If you are involved with a homeschool group or co-op, then you know 

exactly how important getting the wiggles out before a lesson begins can 

be. Maybe you are waiting for all the families to arrive, or the group lesson 

hasn’t quite begun, and you need to eliminate the wiggles. Just a little 

activity to release all that excitement and make way for the actual learning 

activity.

1. Music. Dancing and jumping around for a few minutes is a sure fire way to 

release some energy. 

 

2. Free Play. Allow for a few minutes of free play to run around outside if 

possible. Tag or running are fantastic ways to prepare for sitting quietly. 

 

3. Simple Games. Set up a couple of tables with simple and quick two- 

player games such as Connect Four and Tic Tac Toe (you can make Tic Tac 

Toe fun with tables covered in paper and crayons), and allow a short block 

of time to play each other. Or a few sets of Jenga to allow for more players. 

 

4. Group Memorization. This can be a lot of fun for kids to yell out or 

whisper a passage to memorize. Control the volume of the group by doing 

a Simon Says type game, have them scream, whisper, and repeat the 

passage in various funny voices. 

 

5. Pass the Ball. You can do this with a ball or any object. Pass the ball 

around in the group or the children can toss to one another in a circle. As 

soon as the ball lands in another child’s hands ask a fun fact question. This 

activity is easiest if you already have a list or print out a list of fun 

educational questions to ask. 

 

6. Run in Place. In those colder months when you can’t get outside, line 

them up in a row and run in place until the leader says stop or a “magic” 

word. 



7. Coloring. Set up a space or a couple of tables covered with paper and 

cups of crayons. Allow some free time to create or color. 

 

8. Sing. Play some age-appropriate learning songs and let them belt it 

out! 

 

9. Repeat Hand Clapping Patterns. Have one of your group volunteers 

to create hand clapping and knee patting patterns and see if the kids 

can copy it.  

 

10. Simon Says. Simon Says is always a hit and can be even more fun by 

allowing the students to take turns being Simon. 

 

11. Lego Build Challenge. This challenge could work about anywhere, the 

library or the park. Set out bins or baskets of random Legos and put small 

teams together, set a timer and allow them to create something as a team 

in a short amount of time. What a wonderful exercise for cultivating a 

teamwork mindset and quick thinking! 

 

12. Jumping Games. Jump in place on one leg, jumping rope, or hopscotch. 

 

13. Freeze Dance. Surely you remember this one from your childhood, and 

oh what fun! Put on some upbeat music, dance until the music stops and 

FREEZE! 

 

14. Hot Potato. Another “old school” game, and still tons of fun. Use a ball, 

bean bag, or real potato for a game. 

 

15. Hokey Pokey. This one is especially good for younger kiddos still learning 

to follow directions. 

 

16. Mini Workout. Getting the wiggles out can be as simple as “Who can do 

the most push-ups?” 

 

 



17. Ring Around the Rosie. For younger students. 

 

18. “Animal” Follow the Leader. Rotate leaders or students pretending to be 

an animal of their choice. The group follows by hopping like a bunny, 

slithering like a snake, or running like a cheetah. 

 

19. Hula Hoops. Invest in some dollar store hula hoops and use on co-op 

days before lessons. 

 

20. Parachute Games. Another great investment for your group is a child’s 

parachute. Using your parachute as a group encourages working together, 

and the students learn to follow directions. Have a leader give general 

commands; walk to your left, raise and go under, and other general 

directions. 

 

21. Egg or Sack Race. Nothing more fun than a quick sack or egg race 

before the real learning begins! 

 



11 Ways to Socialize Your Homeschool 

One of the main concerns people have about homeschooling is 

socialization. Many worry that these kids don’t spend enough time talking 

and playing with other people. They imagine them sitting at home all the 

time with no one to talk to but their immediate family. 

 

However, for most homeschooled families, nothing could be farther from 

the truth. In fact, some of these children meet, socialize and have one-on- 

one conversations with people of all ages, so they may actually get more 

socialization than kids in public school do.

1. Meet other homeschoolers in or near your community. 

Homeschool families have grown significantly over the last few 

years. Many of these families have banned together to create their 

own organizations where their kids can meet, play and participate 

in activities together. They also provide support for new 

homeschoolers. 

 

2. Join a community sports club. Check out the community centers, 

YMCA and other recreational departments to see what sports are 

available. They normally offer a variety of activities for girls and boys. 

 

3. Enroll in art or music classes. Look for someone in your 

neighborhood, community or homeschool group that teaches 

these classes. It’s a great way for kids to advance their natural skills 

while socializing with other kids that have similar interests. 

 

4. Set up play dates. If you live in a community of kids, then your 

kids probably already have friends they play with daily or every 

chance they get. For those who don’t, set up play dates with other 

homeschoolers and get together every couple of weeks for your kids 

to play together. It’s also a great way for parents to socialize. 



5. Participate in activities sponsored by your local library. Many of the 

larger libraries have story time for younger kids, and they sponsor 

clubs and events for older children. 

 

6. Sign up for 4-H or another type of summer camp. There are a wide 

variety of camps to choose from, so look for one that matches your 

child’s interests. It’s a great way for kids to meet and form new 

friendships and they’ll cherish these memories a lifetime. 

 

7. Take part in church activities. From Vacation Bible School, to youth 

groups and choirs, church activities provide a safe environment for 

kids of all ages to socialize. 

 

8. Spend a few hours at the local park. It’s a great way to meet new 

people while getting the exercise they need to stay healthy. 

 

9. See what programs the community college offers. Some of them 

have programs for older kids to meet and participate in activities 

with other kids their age. 

 

10. Check out the local schools. Talk to the schools in your area to see 

if they offer extracurricular activities for homeschoolers. 

 

11. Join or start your own homeschool group or co-op! It only takes 3- 

4 families to start meeting on a regular basis for enrichment 

activities, educational classes, or field trips! 

 

 


